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The Mission, Vision and Values
of the FOR Kids Preschool
OUR MISSION
Partnering with families by helping children grow their faith
and develop the social-emotional awareness to thrive
in school and in life.
FOR Kids Preschool is a faith-based half-day program
for children ages 1-5 years old. We provide our children
structured learning times, dedicated free play, and
opportunities for creative expression.

OUR VISION
Our foundational scripture is from 1 John 3:18:
“My children, we should love people not only with words
and talk, but by our actions and true caring.” NCV.
FOR Kids Preschool partners with families to raise up a
generation of little leaders who are confident and
comfortable being a friend like Jesus by making others,
no matter who they are, feel known and loved.

OUR VALUES
We are a school FOR kids, FOR families,
and FOR our community.
As such, we hold a set of beliefs that make our values clear
and ultimately visible throughout our school environment.
As a faith-based preschool, we believe in God and His
sovereignty as our Creator and the way He made each of us
perfectly in His image.
We believe in the deep and never-ending love He has for us,
and in the power of grace to restore us when we fall short.
We embrace others the way God made them and love that
no one is the same. We strive to shower other people we
meet with God’s love and grace at school, at home, and
beyond.
Through the lens of love and grace, we believe everyone in
our community will cultivate their God-given gifts and build
the confidence to embrace their identity in Christ.
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What we value
DIVERSITY
We believe that diversity makes our community stronger.
We proactively seek to create as diverse a community as possible. We recognize that everyone has
unique stories and experiences, and we believe that no single story about a person (or group of
people) can tell us about the whole of who they are. We actively seek to highlight and celebrate
diverse storylines, perspectives, and experiences that often go unheard; and by doing so, we create
the kind of community where every child, adult, and family feels seen, known, included, connected,
and loved.
By developing a diverse and inclusive community, we believe children will feel safe enough to be their
authentic selves, get vulnerable, and when necessary, take risks in order to grow.

KINDNESS
We believe kindness is everyone’s responsibility.
A commitment to kindness is a hallmark of a thriving community. We intentionally engage in acts of
generosity, consideration, and concern for others in our homes, school, and beyond. We view
kindness as a strength and seek to build our capacity for it in all contexts. We seek to model for our
children that kindness is always possible and that when we fall short of this ideal, responsibility is
what leads us to doing what we must to repair relationships and resolve conflict.

DISCOVERY
We believe that discovery is a pathway to joy and fulfillment.
We believe that creating space for exploration and free play in every classroom leads to a deep and
motivating experience of joy. In our school community, we actively seek to nurture a love of learning
in every child by helping them connect their learning directly to the things in their life that they find
interesting and make them laugh or smile. We believe that when joy and learning are connected,
children are more motivated to persevere through difficulty. A joyful school environment can be
consciously created and finding harmony in work and play is an essential life skill.

PURPOSE
We believe that knowing yourself is the key to living in purpose and on purpose.
We believe in using research-based tools and resources that cultivate the growth and development of
the whole child. We use mindfulness techniques to teach children as young as 2.5 years to become
self-aware, identify where they are, and with support, work to accomplish a spiritual, physical, socialemotional, or cognitive goal. Everyday, we strive to ensure that each child is safe, healthy, engaged,
supported, and challenged.
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Policies and Procedures
of the FOR Kids Preschool
HOURS OF OPERATION
9am - 1pm

REGISTRATION
Registration for each school year (beginning September) is opened in April of that year.
A non-refundable yearly administrative fee of $100 per child is required at the time of enrollment.
Enrollment is based on a first-come, first-serve basis and spots will only be held once the enrollment fee
and initial paperwork has been collected.
A current copy of immunizations must be submitted at the time of registration. Our preschool follows
the immunization policy as followed by Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools.

TUITION
Monthly tuition is based on a 9 month school year divided into 9 equal payments. Tuition payments are
due on the 10th of each month.
If a child is absent at the time tuition is due, it is the parents responsibility to make certain payment is
received on time or a late charge will be assessed. In the event that a check submitted as a tuition
payment is returned for any reason, parents will be charged a $25 processing fee.
There will be no refunds given for preschool holidays, illness, vacations, or acts of nature.
A discount of 6% for the second, third, etc. child’s tuition will be given to families with two or more
children enrolled in the preschool.
Tuition assistance is available at FOR kids. If your family is interested in applying for tuition assistance,
please request a meeting with the Director and may be asked to provide documentation to qualify.
FOR Kids Preschool is committed to doing good for the community and helping those in need and strives
to offer financial assistance whenever possible for families that could qualify.

LATE TUITION FEES
Tuition is collected until the 10th of each month. A $30 late fee will be automatically charged to the
child’s account if tuition is not received by the 10th of each month.
If there is a balance on the account from a previous unpaid month, the child may be denied their spot in
the preschool until the balance is paid in full.

RECOGNIZED HOLIDAYS
Veteran’s Day
Thanksgiving
Christmas
Martin Luther King Day
President’s Day
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Policies and Procedures
of the FOR Kids Preschool
DROP OFF AND PICK UP
Parents and guardians need to send the leadership team a picture of the driver's license of every
authorized pick up person prior to picking up the child, at the beginning of the year. Each afternoon,
pick up will require a driver’s license ID check before receiving the child. If you would like to add
additional authorized pick up contacts, please notify the directors in the morning and send them photos
of the authorized persons driver’s license prior to pick up time.

DROP OFF
All 1’s and 2’s classes report to school at 9:00
Enter through the main entrance off of Independence Pointe Parkway. Slowly loop around the main
Ridge Church building. You will continue to loop around until you return to the front of the building.
Please stay inside your vehicle until your vehicle is next to one of our ''drop-off cones''. The cones
indicate when it is safe to exit your vehicle. At this point, you will exit your vehicle and walk the child to
the front door. Here they will have their temperature taken and a staff member will verify that your
family’s daily health form was received. A staff member will walk the child to their class as you return to
your car and exit out of the main entrance back onto Independence Pointe Parkway.
Adults are asked to have masks on by the time your vehicle is next to a drop-off cone, and we ask masks
to be kept on until you have returned to your vehicle.
All 3’s and 4’s classes report to school at 8:55
Enter through the main entrance off of Independence Pointe Parkway. Slowly loop around the main
Ridge Church building. You will continue to loop around until you return to the front of the building.
Please stay inside your vehicle until your vehicle is next to one of our “drop-off cones''. The cones
indicate when it is safe to exit your vehicle. At this point, you will exit your vehicle and walk the child to
the front door. Here they will have their temperature taken and a staff member will verify that your
family’s daily health form was received. A staff member will walk the child to their class as you return to
your car and exit out of the main entrance back onto Independence Pointe Parkway.
Adults and children in our 3’s and 4’s classes are asked to have masks on by the time your vehicle is next
to a drop-off cone, and we ask masks to be kept on until you have returned to your vehicle.
→ Siblings in different classes with different drop-off times need to come at 9:05
→ If you prefer to walk the child to the front of the building, we will have parking spots designated for
walkers, off to the right of the building clearly marked for this purpose.
Please wear masks as you approach the front of the building.
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Policies and Procedures
of the FOR Kids Preschool
PICK UP
All 1’s and 2’s classes will dismiss from school at 12:55
Enter through the main entrance off of Independence Pointe Parkway. Slowly loop around the main
Ridge Church building. Please have the child’s identification sign displayed in your front windshield. You
will continue to loop around until you get back to the front of the building. Please stay inside your car
until you are parked next to a cone. At this point, a staff member will walk the child to your car. A staff
member will open the car door for the child but they will not buckle the child in. Please pull off into a
parking space to safely buckle the child in their car seat before exiting. Exit out of the main entrance
back onto Independence Pointe Parkway.
Adults are asked to have masks on by the time your vehicle is next to a pick-up cone and we ask masks
to be kept on until you have returned to your vehicle.
All 3’s and 4’s classes will dismiss from school at 1:05
Enter through the main entrance off of Independence Pointe Parkway. Slowly loop around the main
Ridge Church building. Please have the child’s identification sign displayed in your front windshield. You
will continue to loop around until you get back to the front of the building. Please stay inside your car
until you are parked next to a cone. At this point, a staff member will walk the child to your car. A staff
member will open the car door for the child but they will not buckle the child in. Please pull off into a
parking space to safely buckle the child in their car seat before exiting. Exit out of the main entrance
back onto Independence Pointe Parkway.
Adults and children in our 3’s and 4’s class are asked to have masks on by the time the vehicle is next to
a pick-up cone and we ask masks to be kept on until you have returned to your vehicle.
→ Siblings in different classes with different pick-up times will be dismissed at 12:55.
→ If you prefer to walk up to receive the child from the front of the building, we will have parking spots
designated for walkers, off to the right of the building clearly marked for this purpose.
Adults and children 3+ are asked to wear masks as you approach the front of the building.

LATE PICK-UP FEES
Every family will be provided one grace period, where a late fee will not be applied the first time a late
pickup is documented.
Thereafter, a late pick-up charge will be applied to the child's account after 1:15 pm. See below:
1:15pm-1:20pm $5
1:21pm-later

$6 plus an additional $1 every five minutes thereafter

DOORS LOCKED
Our doors will be unlocked for arrival from 8:45am-9:15am.
The doors will be unlocked again 12:50pm-1:10pm.
If you arrive after these times, parents should ring the doorbell and someone will unlock the door.
This is to keep the building secure and protect students and staff.
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Policies and Procedures
of the FOR Kids Preschool
COMMUNICATION
All communication for the FOR Kids Preschool will be done through the Procare app, phone calls, emails,
and social media.
In addition to receiving updates through the Procare app, guardians can also use the app to reach out to
the teacher and the preschool.
Every family enrolled in the FOR Kids Preschool should download the Procare app prior to the first day
of school. Please contact the child’s teacher or our Director should you need any assistance
downloading the Procare app, or email info@forkidspreschool.com.

TEACHER/STUDENT RATIOS
Classrooms will be based on the following staff/child ratios:
1 teacher

2 teachers

ONES CLASS

max 5 students

max 11 students

TWOS CLASS

max 6 students

max 13 students

THREES CLASS

max 8 students

max 17 students

FOURS CLASS

max 9 students

max 19 students

GROUPING OF CLASSES
Classes are formed and grouped according to the number of students enrolled. We reserve the right to
combine classes and close enrollment when necessary. We also reserve the right to separate or open
new classes when necessary. Parents will be notified if either of these circumstances arises.
Classes are grouped according to age. The child’s age on August 31st of the year enrolling will determine
his or her class placement for the school year.
Children with different abilities may be eligible for class placement other than their age group. Parents
can request to schedule a conference with the Director, teachers, and therapists (if applicable) to best
evaluate each case.

INCLEMENT WEATHER
In case of inclement weather, the preschool will follow Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools Inclement
Weather Policy, and will always be closed if Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools have closed due to
inclement weather.
When Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools delay opening, the preschool will not always delay openings so
parents and guardians should look for communication from the preschool via the Procare app, social
media pages, phone calls, emails, and text messages. Missed days due to inclement weather are not
made up except at the discretion of the preschool Director.

8

Parent Handbook 3.22.2021

Policies and Procedures
of the FOR Kids Preschool
HEALTH POLICY
Please see the separate form regarding our current COVID-19 health policy we have put into place in
addition to the following.
Parents must keep their child at home if any of the following apply:
• Fever over 100.4 within 24 hours
• Vomiting or diarrhea within 24 hours
• Thick or discolored nasal discharge
• Deep/productive cough
• Sore throat
• First 24 hours on an antibiotic for contagious diseases
• Pinkeye
• Contagious diseases
Any child whose physical condition appears such that it could endanger the other children or staff will
not be permitted to remain in class. If a child becomes ill during the school day, they will be kept in an
isolation room and the primary guardian will be contacted and asked to pick the child up within the
hour.
In addition, COVID-19 related precautionary protocols and information will be distributed to families
prior to starting school and will be practiced until further notice.
Please call the office and let us know if your family has been exposed to any type of contagious illness.
We do not administer any medications.

IMMUNIZATIONS
FOR Kids Preschool requires a health form and copy of immunization records from your child’s physician
due with your child’s enrollment paperwork. If your child has a medical exemption from certain
immunizations, an exemption form must be provided to the Director and signed by your child’s medical
provider before enrollment is complete.

ALLERGIES AND SENSITIVITIES
Parents should avoid sending children to school wearing strong smelling perfumes or lotions to prevent
flare ups and sensitivities in other children.
In classes where any child has an allergy, all families in the class will be notified and the appropriate
precautions will be put into place for that class. The preschool can store individual EpiPens in a secure
location for children who need them.
For any child that requires the use of an EpiPen, parents must notify the Director before enrollment is
complete. The family, the Director and the child’s teacher will meet together to ensure specific safety
measures are in place for the child.
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Policies and Procedures
of the FOR Kids Preschool
BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT
Preschool staff work together with families to help all children develop appropriate behaviors. Parents
and guardians are invited to discuss concerns about their child’s behavior with the child’s teacher in
order to collaborate on ways to address concerning behavior. Our staff uses the following guidelines for
promoting positive behavior:
• We develop rules specific to each class so that they are developmentally appropriate
• We develop age-appropriate expectations
• We set clear, logical consequences if a rule is broken
• When necessary, we will encourage children to use the Calming Corner to identify and reset their
emotions before returning to an activity.
Each classroom has a Calming Corner set up with comfortable seating, books, manipulatives,
sensory items, and guided posters to help the child calm down and eventually return to playtime
when they are ready. This is a positive discipline strategy that uses redirection and mindfulness to
promote safe and positive learning spaces for everyone.

CONFERENCES
Our preschool will have bi-annual parent-teacher conferences. We encourage parents to schedule
meetings with teachers to discuss their child's development at any point within the school year.
Please understand that teachers need to be available to the children during arrival and departure times,
so, unless prearranged, parents should not attempt to have “quick” conversations with teachers
regarding specific concerns about a child during these transitional times.

DRESS
Parents should send children to school in clothes that allow comfort while playing and moving about.
We recommend casual clothes that can be easily washed and a sturdy, rubber soled, closed toe shoe.
All students should bring an extra set of clothing that can stay in their cubby at school until it is needed.
Parents should label spare clothing and the preschool will remind families to change the spare clothing
items out seasonally.

TOILET TRAINING AND DIAPERING
Teachers will work with parents on toilet training when the child shows signs of being physically and
emotionally mature enough to begin the process. Parents should talk with the child's teacher
concerning the child’s readiness to be toilet trained.
During this time, please bring several sets of extra underwear and clothing. Continue to provide diapers
or pull ups for use at school until the child is able to verbalize their bathroom needs without being
prompted. Teachers are willing to facilitate in helping the child learn this important skill.
Please be respectful of the teachers' time involved to teach this skill. Parents of students in diapers must
provide all diapers and wipes that the child will need upon request to ensure that the child has an ample
supply daily.
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Policies and Procedures
of the FOR Kids Preschool
PERSONAL ITEMS
FOR Kids Preschool discourages children from bringing toys from home unless they are requested by
your child's teacher (i.e." Show & Tell"). Dangerous toys, sharp objects, and toy guns are not allowed.
Additionally, children are not allowed to bring candy, gum or other snacks from home unless it is a
special occasion, the treat/snack is store bought and individually packaged, and there are enough for
everyone in the class.
The preschool will not be responsible for checks or cash placed in bookbags, lunch boxes or sent inside
with a child.

SNACK
A store bought individually wrapped snack will be provided by the preschool. Snacks will always be
allergy-friendly and will be served in between arrival and lunch. Children are allowed to bring a water
bottle or sippy cup from home that they will have access to all day. We highly recommend cups with a
lid or cover for the mouthpiece.
Parents should label bottles from home, and note that teachers are not responsible if cups go missing or
come home damaged. If your child does not have a drink from home, water will be served to them
during both snack and lunch times.

LUNCH
All students should bring a "sack" lunch each day. As much as possible, parents should include drinks
and utensils with these lunches. For students learning to spoon feed, please send a bib for lunch items
that are especially messy. Teachers are not responsible for soiled clothing.
While microwaves are available for warming lunches, be mindful that warming lunch for multiple
children each day is not feasible. Please send simple, easy to set up lunches when possible and avoid
sending frozen foods.

CLASSROOM PARTIES
Classroom parties are held each year at Halloween, Christmas, Valentine's Day, Thanksgiving and Easter.
Parties are generally held at lunch time. Parents will sometimes be asked to help provide refreshments,
decorations, and direct games or crafts to make these parties fun for all students.

BIRTHDAY PARTIES
As a preschool, we welcome simple birthday celebrations for every child.
If a child would like to share his/her birthday with the class, parents may send in a store bought
individually wrapped snack for the day.
Please consult with the child's teacher prior to the day of the event. Remember that while parties are
fun, they should not be disruptive or cause undue stress to the classroom.
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Policies and Procedures
of the FOR Kids Preschool
PARENT VOLUNTEERS
Our preschool encourages family involvement on a regular basis when COVID-19 protocols allow it.
Throughout the school year, parents will be given many opportunities to volunteer for a variety of
activities, such as walking field trips, fundraisers, classroom parties, career day, community helpers
week, classroom mystery readers, family activities, and more.
Volunteering for these activities is important to the success of our preschool and helps to provide a
positive experience for every child. Anyone who wishes to serve as a preschool volunteer for any of the
events listed above must have a completed background check and final approval from the Director.
Please see the enrollment packet or the Director for the background check form.

PRESCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL
The preschool advisory council is a group of dedicated volunteers that help carry out the mission of our
preschool that will form in the fall.
The council is made up of 1-2 preschool teachers, the preschool directors, a parent representative from
each class, a member of the Matthews or greater Charlotte community, and one or more Ridge Church
representatives.
Duties of the preschool advisory council include but are not limited to:
• Meet quarterly - virtually or in-person
• Volunteer to support classroom and school initiatives, programs and events
• Share feedback and perspective on fundraising initiatives, space updates, resources
• Maintain and enhance a relationship with members and staff of Ridge Church and the Matthews
community
• Serve as ambassadors for perspective families
• Carry out any additional supportive responsibilities as requested by the Director and Assistant
Director
Any parents interested in serving on the council should contact the preschool Director for further
information.

12

Parent Handbook 3.22.2021

